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Guidelines on the LCHKS Colloquy Process

Reviewed by the Faculty of Concordia Theological Seminary on 27 November 2020
Approved by the Seminary Board of Control on 6 June 2021 [resolution 3:9]
Executing the resolution [2020-19] of the LCHKS Executive Council from 7 July 2020
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1. Legal Basis, Purpose, Agencies and Procedures Involved
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1.1. The LCHKS colloquy process is outlined in the LCHKS Atrticles of Association (§ 13a,i-v) and in the LCHKS
Policy Statements (no. 1200-1206).
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1.2. The present guidelines are endorsed by the LCHKS Executive Council to facilitate the Colloquy process.
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1.3. The Colloquy process is handled by the LCHKS Executive Council, the LCHKS Colloquy Committee and
Concordia Theological Seminary in Hong Kong (CTS).
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1.4. In the Colloguy process, the LCHKS Executive Council approves a recommendation made by the LCHKS
Colloguy Committee which examines whether a candidate for pastoral ordination could be vetted for the pastoral
ministry or not, according to the LCHKS Policy Statements no. 1202 and 1205.
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1.5. A candidate shall apply for pastoral ordination to the LCHKS Executive Council in writing, enclosing required
documents, while the LCHKS Executive Council transfers his application to the LCHKS Colloquy Committee
for examination, according to the LCHKS Policy Statements no. 1204 and no. 1205.
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2. Academic and Theological Qualifications Required by CTS
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2.1. CTS graduates as candidates for pastoral ordination in the LCHKS
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2.1.1. With the approval of the LCHKS Executive Council, CTS identifies, which degree offered by CTS, provides
academic and theological qualifications required for pastoral ordination in accordance with the LCHKS Atrticles
of Association § 13a, i.
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2.1.2. The degree mentioned in § 2.1.1 of the present guidelines is attested by the diploma (referred to in the
LCHKS Articles of Association § 13a, i) issued by CTS or by a letter issued by the CTS Dean of Studies to certify
that a student is eligible for graduation with the aforementioned degree if the graduation ceremony is awaited.
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2.1.3. As of 2020, the M. Div. degree offered by CTS provides academic and theological qualifications required
for pastoral ordination in the LCHKS, while CTS M. Div. programme is identified as the "prescribed course of
study" referred to in the LCHKS Articles of Association § 13a, i.
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2.2. Non-CTS graduates as candidates for pastoral ordination in the LCHKS
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2.2.1. Candidates, who graduated with an M. Div. degree from seminaries other than CTS, must complete the
Colloquium Programme offered by CTS in order to acquire academic and theological qualifications required for

pastoral ordination in accordance with the LCHKS Atrticles of Association § 13a, i and the LCHKS Policy
Statement no. 1204.
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2.2.2. CTS Colloquium Programme, which is referred to as "theology courses recognised by the Synod [i. e.
LCHKS]" in the LCHKS Atrticles of Association § 13a, i, consists of courses vital to a sense of Lutheran identity.

v
\ =
£

223 42 & €2 B RI(F 13@)(>0)1E) 2 & € Fo X & (5 1204 82) > 32 4cfr
vaﬁmmﬁgﬁgﬁﬁm%#’d*g%%ﬂﬁVWﬁPw?‘ig
e fhAn ¢ «iiﬂ AR o ANERDP P I R EFE R EH - F
FRHUEREP AN ER A R .

2.2.3. With the approval of the LCHKS Executive Council, CTS compiles a list of courses belonging to CTS
Colloquium Programme and specifies a number of CTS Colloguium Programme courses, which must be taken by
candidates, depending on their church affiliation (membership) and on their previous theological background as

evidenced by their transcripts, according to the LCHKS Articles of Association § 13a, i and the LCHKS Policy
Statement no. 1204.

224. 1 223wR? 2 P THBRAERR ) THWHBELERHT
TR E 2 BRI o

2.2.4 For the purpose of § 2.2.3 of the present guidelines, the LCHKS membership is understood as a membership
of any LCHKS congregation which allows a member to participate in the Lord's Supper.
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2.2.5 Specific academic arrangements for CTS Colloquium Programme are contained in the CTS Catalogue, while
a number of the Colloquium courses, which must be taken by an individual candidate, is decided by the CTS Dean
of Studies and presented by the CTS Dean of Studies to the candidate and to the LCHKS President in the form of
a letter of admission.
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2.2.6 To be admitted to CTS Colloquium Programme, a candidate, who graduated with an M. Div. degree from a
seminary other than CTS, must present to the CTS Dean of Studies a letter of recommendation which is issued by
the board of deacons (or its equivalent) of the LCHKS congregation, that intends to call the candidate, and which
is approved by the senior pastor(s) of that congregation.
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2.2.7. The letter mentioned in § 2.2.6 of the present guidelines shall recommend the candidate specifically for
CTS Colloquium Programme.
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2.2.8. Prior to a candidate's application to the LCHKS Executive Council and the examination carried out by the
LCHKS Colloquy Committee (mentioned in 8 1.4-1.5 of the present guidelines), CTS declares whether a
candidate, who completed all courses required in CTS Colloquium Programme, is qualified for pastoral ordination
in academic and theological terms in accordance with the LCHKS Atrticles of Association § 13a, ii.
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2.2.9. The declaration mentioned in § 2.2.8 of the present guidelines is made by the Core Faculty of Concordia
Theological Seminary in Hong Kong and is presented by the CTS Dean of Studies to a candidate and to the
LCHKS President in the form of a letter.
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3. Ministerial Qualifications Required by the LCHKS Colloquy Committee
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3.1. In accordance with the LCHKS Articles of Association § 13a, iii and the LCHKS Policy Statement no. 1205,

the LCHKS Colloquy Committee requires a documentary proof of a candidate's satisfactory performance during
his internship service, which should last at least two years, in one of the LCHKS congregations.
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3.2. The documentary proof mentioned in § 3.1 of the present guidelines should be in the form of a letter issued
by the board of deacons (or its equivalent) and approved by the senior pastor(s) of the congregation which intends
to call a candidate.
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3.3. The letter mentioned in § 3.2 of the present guidelines shall detail the candidate's internship service and
comment on that service.

34.F RLFAIFZEERFMAALGHR > ¥ UG a4 A kihp 3 UMKk
Aaléf%. 4’{5?’70

3.4. The congregation, which intends to call a candidate, shall assess its financial ability to support him as a pastor
in the future.
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3.5. An analysis presenting a mechanism for supporting a future pastor in financial terms must be appended to the
letter mentioned in § 3.2 of the present guidelines.
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3.6. The member of the LCHKS Colloquy Committee, who represents CTS according to the LCHKS Policy
Statement no. 1203, liaises with a candidate's congregation to monitor and evaluate the candidate's performance,

attitude and conduct as far as preaching, teaching, counselling, outreach, nurturing, development and specific
ministries (for children, young people or the elderly) are concerned.
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3.7. The member of the LCHKS Colloquy Committee, who represents CTS, may also engage another member of
the LCHKS Colloquy Committee and / or CTS professor(s) to assist him in the tasks mentioned in § 3.6 of the
present guidelines if necessary.
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3.8. The member of the LCHKS Colloquy Committee, who represents CTS, reports his findings to the LCHKS
Colloquy Committee prior to making a recommendation.

39. A e FEBBAT L FEAERT-FLELTRKLA &S
1EP A g BER(F 13(@v)iE) Tl PRIA S 2 TR o

3.9. Candidates for pastoral ordination in the LCHKS must be members of one of the LCHKS congregations
eligible to participate in the Lord's Supper for at least two years before applying for pastoral ordination in order
to demonstrate their commitment to the service of the church mentioned in the LCHKS Articles of Association §
134, iv.
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3.10. Before the LCHKS Colloquy Committee, every candidate ought to explain how he plans to contribute to the
development of the congregation, which intends to call him, and to the LCHKS in accordance with the LCHKS
Articles of Association § 13a, iv.
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3.11. Before the LCHKS Colloquy Committee, every candidate declares to abide by the laws of Hong Kong as a
Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China and to espouse the constitutional order thereof
(Romans 13:1-7; 1 Timothy 2:1-2; 1 Peter 2:13-25).
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4. The LCHKS Colloquy Committee's Recommendation and the LCHKS Executive Council's Approval
Thereof
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4.1. Based on the documents produced by a candidate and the interview before the LCHKS Colloquy Committee,

the LCHKS Colloquy Committee is free to recommend a candidate for pastoral ordination or not to recommend,
according to the LCHKS Policy Statements no. 1202 and no. 1205.
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4.2. No written explanation must be offered in the case of a decision (mentioned in § 4.1 of the present guidelines)
regardless of whether the decision is positive (“to recommend") or negative ("not to recommend").
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4.3. The LCHKS Colloquy Committee's decision is presented for the LCHKS Executive Council's approval,
according to the LCHKS Policy Statement no. 1202.
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4.4, The LCHKS Executive Council's approval is announced by the LCHKS President, according to the LCHKS
Policy Statement no. 1202.



